HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES
Blessings to all our Partner Parish family members who are celebrating a birthday this week:
Jeff DeSimone, Eric Stonebraker, Joseph Alcorn, Steven Edwards, Louis Montali, Evan Taylor, Allyson
Bonnoni, David Yankuskie, Sr., Tanner Colton, Michael Tokarek, Eileen Indiorio, Elvia Eckenrode,
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Y v V’::~‘::;
oL _“ . ;...
. . . . V.
Happy anniversary to all couples celebrating an anniversary this week: %

Edward & Kathleen Thounhurst, Stanley & Debra Gallek, Joseph & Sandra Gabor, James & Laura Happ
. Anmverbarg
Buczak, Samuel & Annette Plazio

\g\,atthew% SAVE THE DATE! - st. Matthew’s Parish will be celebrating its 175th Anniversary on Sunday,
039 September 25, 2022 at the 11:00 AM Mass with Bishop Larry Kulick. A lunch reception will
Celebra1'75 i follow the Mass. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. As part of our celebration,

we will be selling 4 inch etched glass sun catchers/ornaments for $10.00. Reservation and
order forms will be sent out at the beginning of August.

St. Matthew’s Church will be making pierogies on Monday, July 18th and 25th at
8:30 AM in the social hall for the up-coming festivals. All are welcome!

St. Sylvester’s Church—is looking for your help! On Friday, August 12 from 4-10 PM
and Saturday, August 13 from 10:00 AM-10:00 PM St. Sylvester’s will have a booth
at the Slickville Community Day’s Event. We need your help to work at the booth.

| have the schedule broken into 2-hour shifts, but you are most welcome to work
more than one shift! At each shift, we would like to have one person cooking, two
people serving, one or two people as runners. To keep it straight, would you please
call Ken Nath at 724-468-1106 to schedule what you would like to do and when you
would be willing to work? Any extra hands are most welcome at setup and teardown!

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

Bishop Kulick desires to recognize all couples celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary
during the calendar year 2022. The Jubilarians, their children, relatives or friends should
contact their local parish office to register couples for this recognition. Ideally, the

Jubilarians will be invited to join the bishop for a special Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass ‘}
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to be celebrated in Blessed Sacrament Cathedral on Sunday, October 9, 2022. Even though u‘IdWUQJTQCI’ll
personal circumstances may not permit individuals to participate in the Mass, all registered = s - &ﬁfb@%
couples will receive a scroll signed by the bishop commemorating their anniversary. ?

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Saltsburg Community Memorial Association—will sponsor a free weekend swim on July 30th & 31st from 1:00 PM-

6:00 PM at the Saltsburg Pool Everyone is invited to attend.

Westmoreland Historical Society—is sponsoring a Military Timeline Weekend Saturday, July 30th, 9:00 AM-5:00
PM & Sunday, July 31st 9:00 AM-3:00 PM. Admission: Adults: $10, Children: $5, Under 5: Free (Cash only),
admission good for both days.

LET US CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR PEACE IN OUR COUNTRY
AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD!

St. Ambrose

Avonmore

St. Matthew

Saltsburg

St. Sylvester

Slickville

PARTNER PARISHES OF THE DIOCESE OF GREENSBURG
A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust

July 17, 2022

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Viqil:
5:00 PM—St. Ambrose

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM—St. Sylvester
11:00 AM—St. Matthew

Weekday Masses:
Mon.—8:30 AM, St. Sylvester
Tues.— 8:30 AM, St. Matthew
Fri.— 8:30 AM, St. Ambrose

PARISH OFFICES &
HOURS

St. Ambrose, St. Matthew
& St. Sylvester

P. O. Box 617
Avonmore, PA 15618

Monday—Friday
9:00 AM—1:00 PM
Closed Wednesdays

Phone: 724-697-4129
Fax:  724-697-4484

St. Matthew Church Hall:
724-639-9338

St. Sylvester Rectory
Phone: 724-468-5794
Fax and church hall:
724-468-5765

Website: partnerparishesmas.org

A Warm Welcome to All 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Mission Statement

The Partner Parishes of St. Ambrose, St. Matthew & St. Sylvester, under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are committed to be witnesses of Christ in
our local and faith communities . We invite one another to grow in a spirit
of friendship and unity through the Word and the Eucharist. While striving
to nourish our faith families, we encourage Evangelization, Service,
Worship, Stewardship, and Leadership.

PASTORAL STAFF

Reverend John Harrold, Pastor
jharrold@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Deacon Craig Gilbert
cgilbert@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Angela Palmiscno, Partner Parish Secretary
apalmiscno@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Dana Summerhill, Partner Parish Financial Secretary
dsummerhill@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Dana Summerhill, Partner Parish Web Coordinator
dsummerhill@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Jessica Clawson, Coordinator of Faith Formation,
St. Matthew, 724-875-0638 or jgallek@gmail.com

Connie Shannon, Clearances Coordinator, 724-697-4059

Knights of Columbus—Council #15373

Confessions: First Saturday of the month, 11:00-11:30 AM at St. Ambrose or
by appointment with the Pastor.

Baptisms: Please contact the parish office to schedule a date and formation session..

Marriage: Please contact the office at least six months before the
wedding date to schedule marriage preparation sessions..

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: Please contact the parish office..
Eucharistic Adoration: First Thursday of the month, 6:30-7:30 PM. All are welcome.

RCIA: If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Roman Catholic, please
contact the parish office.

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: Please contact the parish office. St. Vincent de Paul
poor boxes are at entrances of all partner parishes.

Bulletin Deadline: Please submit bulletin information via email or in written form to
Angela Palmiscno at the parish office by Tuesday at noon.
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Mags Intentions for the Beek

DATE PLACE TIME INTENTION OFFERED BY
Saturday July 16 St. Ambrose  5:00 PM +Adam & Grace Sikora (Family)
] . (Jim & Kathy
Sunday July 17 St. Sylvester  8:30 AM +Stanley Kanick Farabaugh)
Sunday July 17 St. Matthew  11:00 AM For the Parishioners
Monday July 18 St. Sylvester  8:30 AM +Gertrude Bankosh (Marian Kampert)
Tuesday July 19 St. Matthew 8:30 AM +Stephanie Schardt (St. Matthew’s Choir)
Friday July 22 St Ambrose  8:30 AM +Andy & Gloria Rokicsak (Fontana/Palmiscno
Families)
Saturday July 23 St. Ambrose  5:00 PM +Rick Belice (Wife, Linda)
Sunday July 24 St. Sylvester  8:30 AM For the Parishioners
Sunday July 24 St. Matthew  11:00 AM +Patty Toth (St. Matthew’s ARS)

PARTNER PARISHES STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Sunday Offertory: July 9-10

St. Ambrose St. Matthew St. Sylvester
Offertory Collection: S 1,071.00 $1,322.00 S 1,234.00

SERVING OUR COUNTRY: Please pray for our men and women in the military:

MSgt. Matthew Leightner, Col. Ross Monta, John Newcomb, MSgt. Jeremy Morgan, Ryan Nagg,

Brandon May, Daniel Henderson, Bartholomew Marsh-Slavin, W01 Jacob Berg (Afghanistan),

Tyler Kunkle (Afghanistan), Jacob DeSanders, Mark Novak, Martin Novak, Jr., Specialist John Angelo Stibrik,

MSgt. Robert A. Eckenrode
OUR PRAYER LIST—FRIENDS AND FAMILY: Ally Anderson, Mary Arnold, Phillip Berg, Kenny Bowe, \"
Shirley Brejda, Bryson, Veronica Buczak, Catherine Calfo, Helen Cindric, Max DelleDonne, Terry Dixon, \w‘
Luke Dobrosky, Albert Eckenrode, Mike Eckman, Dorothy Fontana, Donald Gabor, John & Diana Galo, '/‘\\
Rachael Garzone, Fr. Jim Goldberg, Tubbs lams, Dee Klisavage, Larry Klukaszewski, Norm Lamacz,
Fr. Willy Lechnar, Rory Leightner, Gary Lemon, Kristin Lugo, Eugene McManis, Sr., Danielle Mielke,

Travis Mielke, Fr. John Moineau, Josh Mowry, Mary Musial, Joanne Neiderhiser, Chris Nemchik, Carole Péd }’81/‘ tS

Novosel, Gene & Ruth Platko, Sheryl Rupert, Fred Salo, Stewart Schickel, Ed Seben, Michael Shannon,
Julie Sieczkowski, Theressa Snyder, Ed Stemplinski, Bill Toth, Judy Valore, Geraldine Vought,
Tony Waugaman, Dave & Nancy Williamson, Kaila Wolverton, and all who need of our prayers.

IN SYMPATHY: Our Partner Parish family extends their deepest sympathy to the family of Antonette Julian,
former parishioner of St. Matthew, who died recently. May her soul and all the souls of the faithful departed
rest in peace.

THIS WEEK PLEASE SAY A PRAYER EACH DAY FOR THE POOR AND FORGOTTEN IN OUR PARISHES.

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Have you ever had a day in which nothing you did was right? That seems to be how Martha felt in today’s Gospel.
For the modern audience, everything Martha does in the story seems correct. And the ancient audience would
have agreed. Martha welcomes Jesus into her house and does exactly what a woman in ancient Palestine would
have done: she waits on him and offers appropriate hospitality. In many parts of the Greco-Roman Empire this
was standard procedure. Men in the household would visit with the guests, but women not as commonly. So,
based on the standards of her own culture, Martha is justified in being angry at her sister, Mary. After all, this is
her house. Martha’s plea to Jesus as a religious teacher suggests that she expects him to agree with her and with
conventional wisdom.

But, as is the case many times in his ministry, Jesus surprises everyone. Instead of affirming Martha’s
concern and conventional gender roles of the time, Jesus admonishes Martha for her anxiety over such matters
and affirms Mary for her attentive listening and courage. Mary has risked disapproval in order to listen to the
teacher; she has positioned herself so as to focus on him and learn. Jesus is not condemning Martha as much as
he is trying to teach her, pointing out that being “anxious and worried” (Lk 10:41) is blocking her—not only from
listening, but perhaps also from performing heartfelt service. He hopes for Martha to recognize the lesson that
Mary already has learned: the presence of God’s Kingdom trumps daily concerns and conventional wisdom.

SAINT AMBROSE

Saint Ambrose is one of the four original doctors of the Church. He was the Bishop of
Milan and became one of the most important theological figure of the 4th century.
Ambrose was born around 340 AD to a Roman Christian family. He grew up with his
siblings, in Trier, Belgic Gaul (present-day Germany). It is believed by many that when
Ambrose was just an infant, a swarm of bees landed on his face and left behind a drop of
honey. To his father, this was a sign that Ambrose would become someone great with a
wonderful sense for speaking.

- Saipl Ambrose -

Ambrose was known for his Nicene beliefs, but Arians also favored him because he
had previously shown charity in theological matters. However, being neither baptized or
trained in theology, Ambrose refused to become the next bishop. He ran and attempted to hide, but his colleague
gave him up. Within a week's time, Ambrose was baptized, ordained and duly consecrated bishop of Milan on
December 7, 374. As bishop, he donated all of his land and gave his money to the poor. This made him widely
popular and often times more politically powerful than even the emperor.

He studied theology with Simplician, a presbyter of Rome. Using his new education, along with his knowledge
of Greek, he took the time to study the Old Testament and Greek authors. He used all of this while preaching; his
abilities impressed Augustine of Hippo, who previously thought poorly of Christian preachers. After meeting
Ambrose, Augustine reevaluated himself and was forever changed. In 387, Ambrose baptized Augustine, who he
had a great influence on. St. Monica, Augustine's mother, loved Ambrose "as an angel of God who uprooted her
son from his former ways and led him to his convictions of Christ."

St. Ambrose was generous to the poor. He considered them not a group of outsiders, but rather those of the
united people. To him, giving to the poor was just a repayment of God's resources, which were intended for
everyone equally.

He introduced reforms in the order and manner of public worship. He was known for his "liturgical flexibility
that kept in mind that liturgy was a tool to serve people in worshiping God, and ought not to become a rigid entity
that is invariable from place to place."

Ambrose is credited with advising Augustine of Hippo to follow local liturgical customs. "When | am at Rome,
| fast on a Saturday; when | am at Milan, | do not. Follow the custom of the church where you are," he stated. This
advice remains today, and is translated in English as the saying, "When in Rome, do as the Romans do."

St. Ambrose is the Confessor and Doctor of the Church. He is the patron saint of bee keepers, beggars, learning
and Milan, and his feast day is celebrated on December 7.



